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Discussion on “The Black Market in Care”
The Board of Directors of HomeCare Europe has discussed about the topics that can be offered to the people present at the Assembly 2008. Many items are on the agenda for the future of home care in Europe: the cash of care, the training of providers, the manage of our organisations, the role of no profit sector and profit enterprises in comparison with the public, the possible exchange between the organisations, the research of new models and so on. But in Europe we are now in a global new condition of immigration and less public resources for home care. 
Both these conditions can generate the enlargement of the power and the diffusion of the black market already very widespread in the South of Europe and near the borders where the transnational work is easier. For example I can mention the care worker from Slovakia in the Austrian market or the presence of carers from the countries of East Europe in the North of Italy and so, on. If we are not able to fight against this problem, the black market can be again, as in the past, the choice and the market of a new slave condition, it also can be the no professional answer to the needs of the elderly and dependent people.

Nowadays we are seeing to the coming, in the care market of a lot of people willing to lend a helping under cost even all day and all night long, even every days, without a day off.

I can mention from an Italian research some details: these are females of middle age, with a family in their countries of origin and without a proper professional training. This main no quality, no application of home care models, a high risk of desertion and turn over.      

The professional development of home care is a quality security for the families and the providers, is the key of the social role of the worker, is our duty toward the clients.

HomeCare Europe has the hope to give you the opportunity to discuss about. To know more about the presence of the risk of black market in your country can be the opening. We can try to answer to these questions:

1) Is the black market in care a reality in your country?

2) Who is the most frequent competitor of your organisations?

3) What does it offer more than you?

4) Do the clients need more professional care workers?

5) What is changed in the market of care in these last years?
All the advices for the contribution that HomeCare Europe can give to this problem will be a support to our duty.                                                                      G. Bon – Chair HCE          
